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WAR IN THE PACIFIC

JAPAN’S REASONING

· Japan was dependent on others for vital resources, so they needed to conquer other lands

· Japan signed treaties with Germany and Russia in 1940 and 1941 respectively, which was a good indication that something was up.

· Extreme nationalism of Minister of War Hidaeki Tojo (eventually PM)

· (And as others as illustrated in video: “Pearl Harbour to Manchuria”)

JAPAN’S PLAN OF ATTACK

· The Japanese plan was to quickly seize the Philippines and Malaya as a springboard to the Dutch East Indies.  After capturing Burma, the Marshall and Gilbert Island, Thailand, Borneo, Java, and other key islands and territories in Asia and the Pacific, Japan would have the vital resources it needed and, the military believed, a secure perimeter to defend the new empire.

· Success depended upon a knock out blow to the Americans—THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR—December 7th, 1941.

· Pearl Harbor ended the debate about isolationism and united the American people behind the war effort.

THE WAR IS ON

· In less than a month, the Japanese succeeded in conquering much of the Pacific and Southeast Asia and achieving their war objectives.

· By March of 1942, the Japanese had either conquered or were on the verge of conquering Malaya, New Guinea, the Mariana and Caroline Islands, the Admiralty Islands, the Bismarck Archipelago, the Gilbert Islands, Burma, the Solomon Islands, and Borneo among others.

· By the end of December, the Americans were in full retreat.  In late January and early February, ferocious battles were fought, with the Americans succeeding in repulsing the Japanese thrusts.  The food shortages and poor sanitation began to take their toll on the Americans, however, as hundreds began to contract malaria, dysentery, and beriberi.  Disease was to be an impartial enemy of all the forces in the Pacific theatre.  By mid-March, the troops were allowed only one-third rations and would soon be too weak to fight off the Japanese.

· When American prisoners surrendered the Japanese would execute, humiliate, and torture them.  Prisoners were taken on Death Marches (Bataan Death March) and starved and worked to death.  The most common methods of executing were beheading and bayoneting.  There was an element of racism in their behaviour, because they believed that other races were inferior.

· The Americans started a bombing campaign against Japan by bombing her cities.  

· The Doolittle Pilots took off of carriers in the Pacific.  They knew they could not come back after bombing Japanese targets.  Enemy ships were detected in the area and the Dolittle Pilots had to take off 150 miles farther away than planned.  They had to crash land close to Chinese airfields.  The raid was a success, but it had many flaws.  The Operation boosted the morale of the American public and lessened the Japanese’s “Invincibility Theory”.

· Battle of Midway—Japanese believed the Doolittle pilots took off of Midway.  They felt they needed to eliminate the threat of future attacks.  In five minutes, the U.S. bombers destroyed most of the fleet that attacked Pearl Harbour in the Battle of Midway.  The victory marked the turning point in the war in the Pacific.

· Guadalcanal—became the next major battle in the Pacific.  In July 1942, the Japanese began to build an airfield on Guadalcanal and were preparing to use the island as a staging ground for future operations.  Guadalcanal—90 miles long/25 miles wide; dominated by dormant volcanoes and mountains; oppressive heat a breeding ground for diseases; and only one portion of the island provided a landing site.   The Americans eventually wore the Japanese down—lack of food and supplies.  Their supply ships had to turn away because of damage from the many sea battles around Guadalcanal.

· American troops leapfrogged across most of the Pacific in 1944.  Next were the islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.  Iwo Jima was the bloodiest battle in Marine Corps history.  It lasted 25 days.  6,821 men died and 20, 000 were wounded.  ¼ of all medals awarded during World War II went to men who fought at Iwo Jima.  

· American bombers launched the most destructive raid of the war against Tokyo while a ground invasion of Japan was planned.

· Roosevelt launched the Manhattan Project, a crash program to develop an atomic bomb.

· The Indianapolis sank, and the U.S. Navy suffered its worst loss ever.  The incident was particularly gruesome because many of the victims were eaten by sharks while waiting to be rescued.

· Truman decided to drop atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

· The Japanese surrendered, sparing themselves further atomic bomb attacks and saving the Americans from what was expected to be a horrific battle to occupy Japan.  World War II was over.  September 2nd , 1945

