Socials 10/Ms. Rusk                     YOU’RE THE EXPERT
WORLD WAR II  Research Essay
OBJECTIVE: To research an aspect of World War Two and present this knowledge in a formal essay.
CRITERIA:  Your essay must contain the following:

1. An introduction to the World War II historical topic of your choice.  With a clear THESIS STATEMENT.  
2. Material illustrating, informing, and explaining the topic.

3. Bibliography (with a minimum of 3 sources) explaining where factual information was obtained. All three sources must be academic.  Two of your minimum sources must be from—Ebscohost/Gayle and 1 reference from an academic book. 
4. You must use footnotes or endnotes. (See Essay Survival guide)
5. Must be in “essay form” with illustrations included within the body of the essay or as appendices. Each illustration must be captioned and footnoted/endnoted.
6. Must be professional looking: neat, free of mechanical errors, and accurate.

7. Must be a minimum of 1200 words in length and no more than 1500 words.  (Size 12 font, double- spaced, typed approximately 6 to 8 pages, not including pictures.)

8. You must not plagiarize.  I have failed students in the past for this, so be forewarned.  This is also why you are required to hand in your notes with your essay.
9. Must include a conclusion which does not introduce new material, but explains what your research concludes.

TOPIC IDEAS: You may choose one of these, an aspect of any of these, or a topic of your choice.

These are simply topic ideas, it is up to you to turn these into an essay that includes a clear THESIS STATEMENT.

-Corvette



-The Dieppe Raid 


-Adolf Hitler




-Blitzkrieg



-Battle of Britain


-R.C.A.F




-Japanese Internment


-Winston Churchill


-Holocaust 


-Benito Mussolini 


-Invasion of Normandy


-Pearl Harbor

-Atomic Bomb



-Conscription



-Fascism




-Armed Forces



-Nazi invasion of Russia

-Guadalcanal 



-Tanks




-Aircraft



-General Eisenhower 

-Submarines



-Erwin Rommel



-F.D. Roosevelt 

-General Douglas MacArthur

-Battle of Midway


-Kamikaze pilots

-Defense of Stalingrad  

-Berlin Wall



-Joseph Mengele 

-Kristallnacht



-Hermann Goering


-Concentration Camps

-SA (Sturmabteilung)


-SS (Schutzstaffeln)


-Gestapo 
-Nuremberg Laws


-Joseph Goebbels


-Hitler Youth

-Communism



-Doolittle Pilots


-Canada at home

-Enigma



-Dieppe




-Battle of the Atlantic

-Okinawa



-P.O.W. Camps



-Invasion of Sicily,1943

-Fall of Singapore,1942

-Waffen SS



-Nazism

-Bataan Death March


-Torture techniques


-War brides

-Woman at war



-Anne Frank



-creation of Israel

-partisans



-Battle of the Bulge


-Hollywood at war

-Ortona

EVALUATION:

· Library Marks: each library period you will assessed on your use of your library time.  If you play games, or otherwise misuse your library time this will be reflected in your mark, and you may use the privilege of using the library. 
· See evaluation rubric. (The rubric must be attached to your essay.)

· Remember to attach your bibliography, footnotes, and notes/outline if you want your essay marked.


RESEARCH TIPS:
· When you take notes from your sources write the bibliographic information at the top of your note sheet. Keep these NOTES as you are required to submit them with your essay.
· Remember to footnote pictures, statistics, charts, and data that are not in your own words.
· Include captions for all illustrated information.  Footnote/Endnote all illustrations. 
· Add primary documents to improve your essay.  

· Your Thesis is the driving force of your essay.  Sometimes you research and then your thesis is formed and sometimes you know what your thesis is prior to your research.  

ORDER OF ESSAY SUBMISSION:

1. Title Page
2. Essay (with pages numbered)
3. Appendices of Illustrations:  some students prefer to include illustration within the body of the essay, if this is the case then this page or pages will not be needed.

4. Endnotes: some students may prefer footnotes at the bottom of each page of their essay, if this is the case then this page will not be needed.

5. Bibliography

6. Notes

7. Evaluation Form 
EVALUATION FORM FOR WORLD WAR II ESSAY
Student:______________________  Title:_________________________________

Date handed in:____________________  

	MARK
	COMMENTS
	DESCRIPTION OF ‘A’ WORK

	Title Page:                             /5
	
	-title and title illustration reflect essay’s content w/o being oversimplified. 

	Introduction:                 /10

(Thesis)
	
	-exceptional introduction that grabs interest of reader and states background information, controversial question, topic, thesis, and all subtopics in proper order 

- thesis is exceptionally clear, arguable, well developed, and a definitive statement

	Content:                        /100


	
	-paper is exceptionally  researched, extremely detailed and historically accurate with critical evidence from a wide variety of sources that is all properly cited

-exceptionally critical, relevant and consistent connections made between arguments, evidence, subtopics, & thesis / topic  showing excellent analysis

-exceptionally clear, logical, mature, and thorough  development of subtopics that support thesis with excellent transition b/w paragraphs

	Mechanics:                   

and Structure

/15
	
	-paper is very concise, clear, with consistently proper grammar, spelling and paragraphing

	Bibliography:                 /10


	
	-proper, detailed Chicago format always used in alphabetical order with all sources shown and a wide variety of sources (Ebsco, Gale, Book, 3 +)

	Footnotes:                     /10
	
	-proper detailed format always used consistently & correctly to validate evidence in paper

	Conclusion:                       /10


	
	-excellent summary of topic (with no new information), thesis & all subtopics in proper order with concluding ideas that leave an impact on reader

	Illustrations:                      /20


	
	-excellent representation of visual material.  Sources clearly identified with footnoting.  Captions connected to all illustrations.  

	Teacher’s prerogative:       /20
	
	-student has submitted project on the deadline and shown excellent research skills.


TIMELINE:  	


Introduction February, 14th  


Library Periods: February 14th to February 21st  


Due Date: February 26th 





TOTAL:              /200








