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THE HOLOCAUST

TIME PERIOD

· The Holocaust refers to the period from January 30th, 1933 when Hitler became Chancellor of Germany, to May 8th, 1945 (V-E day), the end of war in Europe

WHY WERE JEWS SINGLED OUT?

· History of hatred since recorded history:

· Christians blamed them for the death of Jesus, being agents of the devil, and practitioners of witchcraft.

· During Middle Ages they were blamed for causing the Black Plague

· Money lenders (dirtiness and blamed for Depression)

· Many considered the Jews a race whose goal was world domination and who, therefore, were an obstruction to Aryan dominance.

· Believed the Jews’ racial origin made them habitual criminals who could never be rehabilitated and were, therefore, hopelessly corrupt and inferior.

· “Know Christian, that next to the devil thou hast no enemy more cruel, more venomous and violent than a true Jew” Martin Luther 

· Strong Jewish nationalistic feelings were a threat to the German Nation. 

WHO IS A JEW, ACCORDING TO HITLER?

· On November 14, 1935, the Nazis issued the following definition of a Jew:

· Anyone with three Jewish grandparents;

· Someone with two Jewish grandparents who belonged to the Jewish community on September 15, 1935 or joined thereafter.

· Was married to a Jew or Jewess on September 15, 1935, or married one thereafter

· Was the offspring of a marriage or extramarital liaison with a Jew on or after September 15, 1935

WHAT WERE THE FIRST MEASURES TAKEN BY THE NAZIS AGAINST THE JEWS?

· April 1, 1933: a boycott of Jewish shops and businesses by the Nazis

· April 7, 1933: no Jews could belong to the Civil Service (initial exceptions: prior to 1914 workers, WWI vet, relative of a dead soldier who fought in WWI)

· April 7, 1933: no Jews could be admitted to the legal profession.

· April 22, 1933: health insurance denied to people who visited a Jewish doctor (WWI Vet doctors exempt)

· April 25, 1933: only 1.5% of high school students could be Jewish.  

THE NAZI’S INITIAL PLAN OF ACTION

· The proclaimed objective of the Nazi’s was forced emigration of the Jewish population from Europe—to Madagascar.

· Sterilization 

· “Ghettoization”—to be run by the Jews (Judenrat)

· Hermann Göring, sent a directive to the chief of the Reich Security Main Office, Reinhard Heydrich, charging him with the task of organizing a “final solution to the Jewish question” in all of German-dominated Europe. By September 1941, the Jews of Germany were forced to wear badges or armbands marked with a yellow star. In the following months, tens of thousands were deported to ghettos in Poland and to cities wrestled from the USSR. Even as that movement was under way, the stage was set for another innovation: the death camp.
THE FINAL SOLUTION

· The term refers to Germany’s plan to murder all the Jews of Europe.

· The systematic murder of Jews did not begin until the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941.

· The DEATH CAMP:

· A death camp is a concentration camp with special apparatus specifically designed for systematic murder.  Six such camps existed: Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzic, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, and Treblinka.  All were located in Poland.

· Travelled to the camps by rail.  The more the Germans could put in the cars the cheaper the railway tax.

· Luggage, hair and gold teeth were taken from the Jews.

· They were exterminated using carbon monoxide gas, hydrogen cyanide gas, guns, and starvation among other forms. 

· Experiments on the Jews.

· Statistics indicate that six million Jews died in the Holocaust.

· The countries that lost the most Jewish people were:

· Poland


3, 000, 000

· Soviet Union

 1, 100, 000

· Hungary

     569, 000

· Romania

    287, 000

· Lithuania

    143, 000

· Germany

    141, 500

NON-JEWISH CIVILIANS MURDERED DURING WWII

· Approximately five million.

· Among the groups which the Nazis and their collaborators murdered and persecuted were: Gypsies, Serbs, Polish Intelligentsia, resistance fighters from all nations, German opponents of Nazism, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, habitual criminals, and the “anti-social,” e.g. beggars and vagrants.

