Socials 11/Ms. Rusk                    THE D-DAY INVASION
PRE-PLANNING STAGE

· The British, the Americans, and the Germans all knew that an invasion was coming in 1944

· Operation Overlord’s planners tricked Hitler into thinking the invasion would occur at Pas de Calais.  Hitler mentioned Normandy as a probable invasion point many times, but did not deploy troops there.  The Allies created a phantom invasion force with General Patton in charge. They also sent fake messages about the force.

· The British captured Nazi agents and turned them.

WHY NORMANDY?

· Not a logical place (Pas de Calais was)

· Had to be in range of the SPITFIRE

· Shallow inlet and low cliffs

· Problems with Normandy: no port, so they built their own Mulberries
THE PLAN

· Bombard coast from the air and sea while several divisions landed

· Paratroopers would provide cover for the seaborne troops and capture critical bridges

· Bombers would try to nock out the railroads, bridges, and roads leading to Normandy

MASSING THE TROOPS

· Land forces traveled across the English Channel in transports and then board amphibious landing craft that would take them onto the beaches in waves

· 6,000 ships would transport and back up the operation.

· All together, nearly 3 million men in 47 divisions were deployed for the invasion.

    (21 American; the rest primarily British and Canadian, with a little bit of French, Polish,   

    Belgian, Italian, and Czech soldiers)

· The Germans felt the poor weather made it impossible for an invasion to occur in June. 

· Eisenhower gave the command  “Okay, let’s go” on the night of June 5th. 

· French resistance cut railway lines.  

· RAF bombers attacked coastal targets.  

· Paratroopers were dropped inland to capture bridges and cut German communications.  Dummy Paratroopers were dropped to confuse German soldiers.  The 101st and 82nd American Airborne Divisions missed their drop zone and were scattered.

· Minesweepers cleared lanes in the English Channel

THE BEACHES

· First troops hit at approx. 6:30 a.m. June 6th at UTAH and OMAHA Beaches. (American)  They were met by a stronger and better trained German force than they expected. Heavy clouds protected the German defenders from allied bombers.  The bombers dropped their payloads in fields beyond the beachfront and poor visibility also prevented offshore guns from initially offering much support.  27 amphibious tanks sank upon leaving the transports—killing their crews.  First landing parties ripped apart by mines, artillery, and machine-gun crossfire.  Many soldiers drowned.  There was no cover on the beach, the only choice move forward.  It took several hours to secure the beachhead—heavy navy bombardment and army rangers who scaled the cliffs to take out guns guarding the coast assisted.

· 7:20 British troops landed on GOLD Beach.

· Brits. landed at SWORD beach and Canadians at JUNO Beach

· First Day roughly 155,000 soldiers came ashore and 2,500 died

Faced the same problems as OMAHA and UTAH








