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SUMMARY:   This course invites students to set out on a great adventure, an exploration of humanity’s potential as seen through the accomplishments of past civilizations, the present challenge facing mankind’s very survival, and the incredible vision of what it means to live responsibility as a member of an emerging global community.  In studying cultural aspects of history students will build on several important skills such as, generating, gathering and processing information about various cultures, interpreting and evaluating primary and secondary sources, as well as generating and defending a personal point of view about culture.
REQUIRED MATERIALS:   
· 3 ring binder

· Pens   

· Pencils

· Textbook

POSSIBLE UNITS OF STUDY:
UNIT 1: The Civilizations of the Near and Far East

· Egypt and the Near East

· Ancient India

· Chinese Civilization

UNIT 2: The Civilizations of Greece and Rome

· The Rise of the Greeks

· Classical Greece

· The Rise of Rome

· The Roman Empire

UNIT 3: The Civilizations of the Non-Western World  
· The Islamic Middle East

·  Japan: Land of the Rising Sun

·  The Ancient Maya
· The Ancient Aztecs
UNIT 4: The Resurgence of Western Civilization

· Europe in the Dark Ages  
· The High Middle Ages
· The Late Middle Ages
· The Foundations of Early Modern Europe 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS:

Policy Regarding Late Assignments and Tests: 
· Assignments are to be completed the day they are assigned, and it will usually be checked by a reading quiz at the start of the next class. Frequently you will be allowed to use your assignment on the quizzes.  If your assignment is not done, you will write the quiz without the use of your assignment. Some assignments will be collected and evaluated.

· When work is turned in long after the original due date, and when a student has not kept up with the requirements of this course, assessment of a given assignment will include consideration of the extended working period.  This will be elaborated on in class.  
· If at any time during this course you are failing, you will be issued an “I” on an interim or report card.  This is a Ministry of Education requirement and must include a plan of action for you to be successful.  You may be issued only one, or you may be given more than one.  Nevertheless it is an opportunity for you to be successful, so take it.   

· While regular attendance alone will not guarantee success, it is important that you attend regularly.  Use a “buddy system” (or look on the webpage) to ensure you are informed of assigned work if you are away (an absence is not an excuse for incomplete work or being unprepared for a test or quiz).  All other assignments must be handed in on the day you return to school.  It is your responsibility to arrange a make up time for a missed test as soon as you return to school.  
· If you know you are going to be absent ensure assignments due during that period are handed in before you depart, and ask in advance for work that will be assigned during that time.

· Cheating:

If you are caught cheating you will receive a “0” on the evaluation.

· Plagiarism:

If you are caught plagiarizing you will receive a “0” on the assignment, 

                              and your name may be forwarded for disciplinary action.  

· Effort:  effort marks will be determined based on student participation, on-task behaviour, punctuality, attendance, attitude and completion of assigned work.  (See Agendas)


EVALUATION:
Marks for Comparative Civilizations 12 will be broken down as follows:


Tests and Quizzes





40%              Total per Term:   100%

Class Assignments, Projects, and Essays


60%











· Each unit will usually include a summative test based on the text and other in-class information. 

· Each unit will include at least one project. It may be directed and relate to the civilizations under study that term, or it may be student-directed, possibly on a civilization or era that we do not have time to cover. Students are encouraged to consider integrating course skills or tasks for the latter (i.e.: Do an art or computer animation or video project and perhaps get credit for two courses!).
· Assignment weighting will be based on the amount of time spent on each assignment and the amount of learning outcomes displayed.  (i.e.: a large project will be worth more than a homework quiz.)
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 The following list exemplifies items it would be wise to have on hand for project work:





-blank notebook paper     -poster board	   -scissors


-pencil crayons		   -felts		   -glue








Please note: not all units will be studied. 





See effort criteria for 


term effort marks.





Term Work:  80%


Final	      *20%


TOTAL:     100%








*Your ‘final’ is a ‘final project’.











